
THE FACTS ABOUT  
BRITISH MEAT AND MILK 



British farmers are proud 
to produce to some of the  
highest standards in the  
world with a clear focus on: 
 
 
 
 

THE ENVIRONMENT  

SAFE AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD 

ANIMAL HEALTH & WELFARE   
This presentation aims to counter some of the 
common myths and claims made about red 
meat and dairy production in the UK  

 
  
  

British livestock and dairy 
farming are a major source of 

greenhouse gas emissions 
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British cattle & sheep  
only account for 
 
 
 
of the UK greenhouse gas emissions 
and British red meat & dairy production 
is some of the most efficient in the world  
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5.7% 

GREENHOUSE  
GAS EMISSIONS  
IN THE UK 
*other: 7%. Other includes, Waste 
Management, Public, Industrial Processes 
and the Land Use, Land Use Change and 
forestry (LULUCF) sectors (note that 
LULUCF acts as a net sink of emissions) 

5.7% CATTLE & SHEEP 

15% RESIDENTIAL 

17% BUSINESS 

24% ENERGY  

SUPPLY 

27% TRANSPORT 



THERE ARE 

 

 

76 MILLION  
WE WOULD ONLY NEED AROUND  

OF THEM TO PRODUCE THE  
SAME AMOUNT OF MILK 

278 MILLION  
DAIRY COWS WORLDWIDE 

IF THEY WERE ALL 
AS EFFICIENT AS UK 
DAIRY COWS 40% 

The greenhouse gas 
footprint of UK milk 

production is 

of the global  
average 



British livestock are  
bad for the environment 
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Livestock can and  
do play a vital role in the 
maintenance of wildlife 
habitats, soil quality  
and efficient use of  
water resources 


